2026 NJLLA BYLAWS AMENDMENT OVERVIEW


NJLLA eliminated several Committees that were enumerated in the Bylaws and the Board was reviewing classes of membership, so it felt like the perfect time to do a full Bylaws   review for formatting and compliance to the AALL.  
After the review with the Executive Board, the proposed Bylaws amendments were sent the AALL Bylaws and Resolutions Committee for their review, edits and approval.
Please review the following for the proposed Bylaws revision to be voted on at the Annual Business Meeting.
Article II. Membership
Added a membership class for student members (four classes of membership) and defined student member:  added a reduced fee to be set by the Board for retired members, and updated the language about access to the Membership Directory via the NJLLA webpage. in Section 4. 
Section 2.  Student Members. Any person enrolled in a degree program in library or information science or law may  apply to Student membership and become a Student Member  upon approval of the Executive Board.  Membership in this category is limited to five consecutive years. 
Section 3.    Dues for individual members shall be determined by the Executive Board subject to approval by two-thirds of the members present and voting at any regular meeting provided that a written notice and an explanation of the proposed dues change shall have been mailed to the members at least thirty days in advance of the meeting.  Retired members shall pay reduced amount determined and approved in the same manner as dues for individual members.  Lifetime members shall pay no dues.
Section 4.  All members have the right to hold office.  All members have access to the  Association directory via the Association webpage members only page as part of their membership.
ARTICLE IV. Meetings.
 Section 3, Updated  the quorum for a meetings .
Section 3.  Quorum.  Twelve members qualified to vote shall constitute a quorum for Association meetings.
ARTICLE V. Officers.
Removed the officers” roles redundancy from under section 4 as it already exists in Article V. 
ARTICLE VI.  Executive Board.
Section 4. Powers Corrected the language to read appropriately.
Section 4.  Powers.  The Executive Board shall have sole power, on behalf of the Association, or any of its committees or subunits, to incur indebtedness or solicit funding, make public statements, issue public writings and establish and maintain relations with other organizations except in those cases where these activities shall be expressly delegated by the Executive Board to some other officer of the Association.



ARTICLE VII. Committees.
Section 1. Updated to eliminate the defunct committees and add flexibility to those enumerated in the Policy & Procedure Manual. 
a. Standing committees shall be those established for purposes requiring the continuous attention of the Association. They shall include, but not be limited to, those listed in the Policy & Procedures Manual.
b.   Special committees shall be appointed by the Executive Board for a stated period to accomplish a specific purpose. At the end of that period the continuation of each special committee shall be decided upon by the Executive Board.
ARTICLE IX.  Nominating and Elections.
Section 1.  General Elections.
Under Section 1 a. Updated language regarding the Chair of Nominating Committee
a.  Nominating Committee. The Executive Board shall appoint a Nominating Committee, consisting of five members of the Association, one of whom shall be the Immediate past Past President of the Association. The nominating committee shall be chaired by the Immediate past Past President of the Association.  In the event the Immediate past Past President is unable to serve, the chair of the nominating committee shall be appointed by the President of the Association.
Section 2.  Vacancies and Special Elections.
Under Section 2. Updated language for Executive Board Member-At-Large 
d.  Executive Board Member-At-Large.  In the event that a vacancy occurs in an at-large membership of the Executive Board, the president shall appoint a replacement for the remainder of the term.
ARTICLE X. Amendments of Bylaws.
Under Section 1. Clarified the notification method to  members about Bylaws Amendments. 
Section 1.  Amendments to these Bylaws must be proposed by the Executive Board or by petition signed by no fewer than ten (10) members of the Association.  Such proposed amendments along with a summary of the purpose of the amendment must be filed with the secretary sixty days before a regularly scheduled meeting and notice setting forth the purpose and the wording of the proposed amendment shall be sent by the secretary to all members not later than thirty days prior to such meeting. Such notice may be sent in electronic format to satisfy the notification requirement outlined herein.




