
Time-saving, Cost-effective 
Electronic Secondary Sources 

You Might Not Know About



Secondary Sources - Electronic

• Publishers are moving secondary sources 
to electronic platforms

• Electronic format simplifies updating, 
provides easy access, searching and 
sharing of results

• For end user (YOU!), there is no additional 
charge to the client for these resources



• All of the major legal publishers offer 
electronic access to secondary materials, 
mostly through their own website platforms

• Lexis and Westlaw are also major 
publishers of secondary materials and 
offer electronic access to many of the 
black letter law treatises in many areas of 
law

• Beyond traditional publishers, many other 
companies have appeared with products 
now essential to law practice and business 
development, it’s an ever-changing world





Bloomberg BNA Resource Centers

• Primary law material (cases, codes and 
regulations for that practice)

• Secondary material – in depth analysis
• Current news, continually updated
• Areas of law include tax, corporate, health, 

environmental, labor & employment, 
benefits, privacy and data security and 
more







Checkpoint – Tax Material









Practical Law – Provides Practice-Oriented Overviews, 
Checklists and Know How – designed for newer attorneys





Practical Law – IP Practice





DiscoverPlus - PLI E-Book Platform – Treatises 
and CLE Course Handbooks & Transcripts



PACER - Search Federal Court Dockets for Sample Briefs 
and Pleadings in Similar Cases



 

 

CHECKLIST FOR SECONDARY SOURCES 
 
 

TREATISES/LOOSELEAF SERVICES 
o Consult treatises/loose-leaf services for straightforward, in-depth treatments of 

particular fields of law, practice tips, and for citations to primary authority. 
 

o Check the library’s catalog for relevant publications. 
 

o Check Lexis and Westlaw directories to identify pertinent online secondary sources. 
 

o In loose-leaf services, consult the “About this publication” or “How to use this 
service” section first. 
 

o To pinpoint relevant sections within the treatise/loose-leaf service, consult its finding 
aids, i.e., table of cases, table of statutes, subject index, table of contents, etc. 
 

o Don’t forget to update by checking the pocket part/supplement. 
 
RESTATEMENTS OF THE LAW 

o Consult the Restatements for background information, research into common-law 
subjects, and sources of persuasive authority. 
 

o Check the library’s catalog for print versions of Restatements. 
 

o Check Lexis and Westlaw for selected series and topics coverage. 
 

o Begin your research in the print version of Restatements by consulting the subject 
index or table of contents for material on specific topics. Next, check the non-
cumulative appendix volume(s) for case notes. Finally, consult the pocket part or soft-
cover supplement for the most recent updates. 

 
INTERNET SOURCES 

o Always check the site for information regarding its timeliness. When was it last 
updated?  Not all web sites are as diligent as Lexis and Westlaw at keeping current. 
 

o When formulating your search, be mindful of correct spelling and possible variations 
among web sites. If your search is unsuccessful, check for the web page for “tips” 
which might improve response. 

 
o Confirm authorities found online using traditional legal research tools. 

 
 



 

 

SOURCES FOR USEFUL INFORMATION ON THE INTERNET 
 

 
ATTORNEY INFORMATION 

 
Martindale Hubbell    www.martindale.com 
 
West Legal Directory/Findlaw  http://lawyers.findlaw.com  
 
 

BASIC LEGAL RESEARCH SEARCH ENGINES 
 
Findlaw     www.findlaw.com 
 
Hieros Gamos     www.hg.org 
 
 

NEW JERSEY WEBSITES 
 
State New Jersey Home Page   www.state.nj.us 
 
NJ District Court    http://www.njd.uscourts.gov/  
 
NJ PACER Access    https://ecf.njd.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/ShowIndex.pl  
 
NJ Bankruptcy Court    www.njb.uscourts.gov  
 
NJ Judiciary     www.judiciary.state.nj.us 
 
NJ Legislature     www.njleg.state.nj.us 
 
Rutgers Law School    http://law.newark.rutgers.edu 
 
NJ Online (news)    www.nj.com  

 
 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION 
 

USA      www.usa.gov 
 
 
FedStats     www.fedstats.gov 
(federal government statistics  
from over 100 agencies) 
 



 

 

Bureau of Labor Statistics   http://stats.bls.gov 
(CPI and other economic data) 
 
U.S. Congress     http://congress.gov 
(federal legislation, Congressional  
Record, etc.) 
 
FDsys      http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/   
(Federal Register, Congressional  
Record, other government publications) 

 
FEDERAL COURT WEBSITES 

 
US Supreme Court     www.supremecourtus.gov 
 
US Court of Appeals – Third Circuit  www.ca3.uscourts.gov 
 
Federal Judicial Center   www.fjc.gov 
(court data, rules, publications, etc.) 
 
U.S. Courts Locator    http://www.uscourts.gov/Home.aspx 
 

 
STATE WEBSTITES 

 
National Commissioners on Uniform  www.nccusl.org 
State Laws 
 
National Conference of State Legislatures www.ncsl.org 
 
National Center for State Courts   http://www.ncsc.org/  
 
State Government Websites   http://www.statelocalgov.net/ 
 

 
 

FAVORITE LAW SCHOOL WEBSITES 
 

Cornell Law School Legal    http://www.law.cornell.edu/ 
Information Institute 
 
Washburn Law School   http://washlaw.edu/ 
 
NYU Law School    http://www.law.nyu.edu/library/research/foreign_intl/
            
   

 



 

 

BUSINESS INFORMATION SOURCES 
 
Hoovers      www.hoovers.com 
 
Securities and Exchange Commission www.sec.gov 
 
NASDAQ     www.nasdaq.com 

 
Go directly to the company website 

 
 

EXPERTS 
 
ExpertWitness.com    www.expertwitness.com 
 
ExpertPages     www.expertpages.com 
 
Internet Legal Research Guide  www.ilrg.com/experts_ref.html 
 
 

MEDICAL INFORMATION 
 
PUBMED/Medline (medical articles)  www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed 
 
American Medical Association  www.ama-assn.org 
 
 

SEARCH ENGINES 
 
Bing      http://www.bing.com/ 
 
Google      www.google.com  
 
Surfwax     www.surfwax.com  
 
Yahoo      www.yahoo.com  
 
 

WEBSITE WITH USEFUL LINKS 
 
New Jersey Law Librarians Association  www.njlla.org  
 


