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Types of Statutory Materials 
Constitutions 

Laws/Statutes/Codes 

Treaties 

Municipal Ordinances 

Court Rules 
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The Importance of Statutory 
Research 

 Always check to see if there is a controlling statute(s) on 
point when you begin your research 

 

 The trend: More legislatures are enacting statutes in areas 
that  were traditionally controlled by common law  

 



Where to Start: 
Print or Electronic? 
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U.S.C. vs. U.S.C.A. vs. U.S.C.S 
 

 

 

Which one? 
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USE AN ANNOTATED VERSION! 

OR 

USCA USCS 



West USCA vs. Lexis USCS 
 

 

 

Which one? 
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Overriding Process 
• Find the Statute(s) 

 

• Use the tools provided to you with the 
annotations (print or electronic) 
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Find the Statute 
• Check a secondary source if you are 

unfamiliar with key words/topic 

• Use the index 

• Review TOC 

• Check popular name table if you know  the 
name of an Act 

•   
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Use the Annotations and Tools 
• Review the text of statute 

• Note cross references, secondary sources and 
historical note 

• Check for relevant regulations 

•  Always check the pocket part/update 
electronically 

• Shepardize/KeyCite 
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The Statutory Research Process 
Your problem involves issues relating to 

mislabeling of medical devices, products liability, 

and negligence. What do you do first? 
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Identify Key Words 
 Bone screw? 

 Medical Devices? 

 Product Liability? 
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How Do You Identify Key Words? 
 Consult a secondary source 
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How do You Find the Right Statute? 
 Finding Aids 
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Finding Aids 
 Index 

 Table of Contents 

 Popular Name Table (in all codes) 

 Shepard’s Acts and Cases by Popular Name 

 Secondary Source 

 Keyword Search-last resort! 
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Indexes 
 Hard Copy 

 Westlaw Next 
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Index 

volume 

from 

USCA 
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• Start by looking up the 
term ‘medical devices’   
 

• Browse the ‘medical 
devices’ section until 
you find a relevant 
section 
 
 

 



WestlawNext Index 
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TOC 
 Hard Copy 

 Westlaw Next 

 Lexis Advance 
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Using the Table of 

Contents  

Look at the beginning of 

a section in the code to 

get a sense of how the 

law is organized. 
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Sec. 352: 

Misbranded drugs and devices 



Westlaw Next - TOC 
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LexisAdvance - TOC 
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Popular Name Table 

 

Hard Copy 

Westlaw Next 

Lexis Advance (sort of) 

Shepard’s Acts and Cases by Popular 
Name 
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UCSA Popular  

Name Table 
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Medical Device Amendments  
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WestlawNext Popular Name Table 
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If you know the name of 

an Act -- 

 

Shepard’s Acts and 

Cases by Popular Names 

is a good finding aid 
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21 USC 301 note 



Inside the Statute 
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Credits – Source of law 
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If you know the statute you can often find 
the regulations 
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Always Check for Regulations 
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Update the Statute-Check the 
pocket part! 
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Use electronic resources to update the statute 
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KeyCite/Shepardize the Statute 
 Is it still good law? 

 Is there pending legislation? 
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Great Alternative Statute Resources: Bloomberg BNA Mini 
Libraries 

Scroll Down for 
Legislative Materials 
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Keyword Search-Last Resort 
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After checking federal law, do 

the same thing for state law: 

•Secondary Source  

•Check index 

•Review TOC 

• Check popular name table if you know   

the name of an Act 

• Find text of statute 

• Note cross references, secondary 

sources and historical note 

•Check for relevant regulations 

• Always check the pocket part/update 

electronically 

•Shepardize/KeyCite 



New Jersey Practice, Volume 52, Elements of an Action 
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NJSA Index 
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TOC (Picture from Lexis Advance) 
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New Jersey Products Liability Statute 

NJSA 2A:58C 
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Legislative Statement included in the NJSA 
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Check for Regs 

 
(nothing here) 
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Check the pocket part! 
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Update the statute online 
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Shepardize/KeyCite 
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Questions? 


