It is with great honor that I accept this gavel.  

I have always looked up to librarians.

In 1977 I started my company, Library Update, as a professional loose-leaf filer.  Since then, I have been in hundreds of different libraries, some with librarians, any many, many, without.  I know what a difference a librarian makes.

The very first professional New Jersey  private librarian I ever met was Victoria Wollny, who at the time worked for Peat Marwick in Newark.  Victoria had a perfect library, and I think I learned about librarianship from her.  I came into her library and did the filing every week for many years.  I loved the order and the neatness of her library, and more than anything else, I was indelibly impressed with her ability to serve the patron in such an efficient, consistent and professional way.  

No matter who came into the library, she always, always could help them.  To this day I believe she has answered every single request she ever got.  And she was always willing to teach me something about the library and to share knowledge.  She always wore a suit, never lunched with the secretaries, was kind to everyone, and showed me what professional meant.

Sometime, so long ago I can’t remember the year, but probably in my first years of business, the New Jersey librarians asked me to come to a meeting in Newark and to talk about filing.  Needless to say, I already had librarians up on a pedestal, and in my only previous public speaking engagement I failed miserably.  I was terrified of speaking in public, and I did not want to face all those super human librarians.

At the time, Maryanne Fegan was the library director at McCarter, and she is probably the one who invited me to the meeting.  I agreed to do the program, but with great trepidation. I must have been a nervous wreck, and I think it probably went OK, but the thing I remember most about the entire experience was looking out into the audience and seeing Maryanne’s’s kind, interested, encouraging  face.

Those are the same kind of faces I see again today.

I never joined the NJLLA because I was not a librarian.  Although I worked in libraries, and learned about them- especially tax, I was not a librarian.  In 1990 I took a cataloging course at Rutgers in the summer, and loved it.  I applied to the library school and devoted myself full time to my MLS. I learned a lot, and also realized I already knew a lot.  It was the most wonderful time.  

Anyone who went through the MLS program at Rutgers, and had Betty Turock, may have learned something else that I learned there.  In her basic class she made everyone give a three minute oral presentation.  You had to stand up and talk, while and she timed you, for a grade- and you did not know when you would be called.  One or two people were picked at random at the beginning of every class for the entire semester.  Of course, I hated the thought and prepared myself and waited in dread for my name to be called.  I went over and over my talk and had it honed to a precise 3 minutes.  I gave the talk to my husband so many times in the car during that semester, that he still remembers the speech on Frank Gilbreth better than I do. Of course, I was the very last person in the class to give the talk.  It was perfect, and earned a perfect grade.

What I learned in library school , way beyond library basics, was to keep it to 3 minutes, and that, with enough preparation and practice, I could speak in public.  It is probably one of the most valuable things I have ever learned.  

Just to let you let you know that getting and MLS can be catchy, shortly after receiving my degree, my sister Wanda Gozdz received her MLS in Florida, followed by my brother Henry Gozdz, who is a current NJLLA member, followed most recently by my younger sister Sofia Empel.  I am very proud to say there are 4 happy law librarians in my immediate family.  

After getting my MLS from Rutgers, I finally joined the NJLLA.  I have reaped the benefits of membership for many years..  It is with respect and honor that I am a librarian with you, and it is with respect and honor that I will serve as the president of the New Jersey Law Librarians Association.  

Thank you.

